MIDGES

Midges are among the least fished flies that flyfishers use, yet fish love them and they're generally pretty easy to tie.  Materials are minimal to say the least, and the hooks are small as most midges are tied on hooks from size 18-26!!

I fish a lot of midges, and have found that they will produce big fish when fish are actively feeding on them.  To imitate a dry, tie up or use Griffith's Gnats in sizes 18-24.  If you go with the larger, you can add a trailing size 22-24 simple black which is fished subsurface.  You'll double your hookups and catch both fish that are feeding on adults and those that prefer the pupal stage.  Use 8/0 thread (or smaller)—I like Benecchi 12/0 or UTC 70.

TYING INSTRUCTIONS:

1.  Killer Bead Midge

      Debarb hook(Eagle Claw L055, Tiemco 2487 or equivalent—or use a straight shank hook if you prefer) and put on a black bead for the head followed by 3-4 red beads for the body (or black--depends on the color you desire).  Tie in thread at rear bend of hook and pinch dub sparse rust colored dubbing (or whatever color desired) onto thread.  Wrap thread forward following grooves in beads.  Tie off behind black bead at head with good whip finish.  Pick out dubbing to give a very sparse "halo" look to fly.

2.  Simple Black.

      Use a curved hook such as the Eagle Claw L055, Tiemco 2487 or equivalent.  Tie in thread (match body color--these work great in red, olive, tan, etc) to hook eye and wrap to hook bend.  Tie in single strand of Krystal Flash.  Put very sparse black (or match desired body color) dubbing on thread and wrap forward.  Rib forward with the KF and tie off at head.  Form very small head (can generally be done with just the whip finishing the flyhead!!)

3.  Chocolate Midge.

     Wrap brown thread to rear hook bend (L055, Tiemco 2487 or equiv).  Tie brown feather barbule tail on.  Tie in Xfine copper wire (if wire counterwrap is desired) and then wrap body of brown thread forward to thorax, leaving bobbin hang as you then rib over body with copper wire.  Tie off copper wire at thorax, and then form very small dubbed thorax (leave it a little bushy to imitate legs) using brown rabbit or opossum.  Whip finish small head. (This fly also works well when a microbead head is used.

4.  Simple thread Midge.

     Use an Eagle Claw L057, Tiemco 5210, or equivalent.  Wrap black 14/0 (8/0 will work) thread from behind hook eye to rear bend.  Tie in  color of thread to match desired body color.  Leaving black thread/bobbin hanging at rear, wrap tied in thread forward to make body.  Throw a couple of half-hitches in it to hold it while you then rib the black thread forward over the body thread.  Form a small thread thorax and whip finish.  You can also start this fly with a very small black bead for the head--it is very effective as well.

5.  Micro Brassies.

     Tie in and wrap red or black thread to the hook bend of an EC L057/L059, Tiemco 5210 or equivalent.  Tie in fine copper/green/black or red wire.  Wrap thread forward to thorax area and leave bobbin hanging.  Next wrap copper wire forward leaving no spaces between each new wrap.  Tie off at thorax.  Tie in a small fine hackle to use for legs.  Starling works great, but so does sparrow, hummingbird or any other small bird---And NO!!! I don't kill the birds, they hit my windows in the summer and I hate to see them wasted ;-))!!  Wrap this hackle 1-2 times around hook behind eye, tie off and whip finish.

6.  Different Version of #5

     Tie as in #5 above only use Krystal Flash instead of copper wire.  The body glistens, and you can match natural body colors to the KF you use.  I prefer red, black pearl and olive, but am sure others would work.  Whip a small black head and its done--or you can start with a micro-bead for the head if you desire.

7.  Disco Midge


Use a Tiemco 200R or 2487 hook in size 18-24. Wrap thread to match body color to rear hook bend.  Tie in single strand of flashabou or 2 strands of Krystal Flash.  Wrap thread forward to thorax.  Form smooth body with flashabou or krystal flash.  Tie off with thread at thorax.  Tie in 2 herls of peacock and make 2-3 wraps to form Thorax.  Whip finish.  I also often use a black microbead in front of the thorax to simulate a head.

8.  Red Hot


Use Tiemco 200R or equivalent in size 18-22.  Place Scarlet/Red microbead on hook for head/thorax.  Tie in Red flashabou/Krystal flash behind bead with red thread and wrap back to midbend of hook and back.  Tie off behind bead and whip finish.

9.  Glass Bead Midge


Use Tiemco 200R (or can sub 2487, Eagle Claw 055M, or equiv).  Place microbead on hook to match midge color, and use thread to match color.  Wrap thread back to above hook barb and tie in xfine gold wire and colored turkey biot. Wrap thread forward to thorax, then wrap biot forward to form body.  Tie off biot., and counterwrap biot with wire and tie off behind bead head (you can elect to add a sparsely dubbed thorax if desired).  Whip finish behind bead.

10.  Polly's Revenge


Use Tiemco 2487 or equivalent in size 20-22.  Wrap black thread back to just above hook barb.  Tie in single strand of pearl Krystal Flash or xfine gold wire.  Next tie in 2 barbules of scarlet Macaw (Parrot or dyed red turkey quill will work also—or use other colors to match specific requirements).  Wrap thread forward to thorax followed by parrot.  Tie off parrot and then counterwrap with KF or xfine wire.  Tie off.  Dub very small black thorax and whip finish.

11.  San Juan Midge Emerger or Krystal Wing Emerger.


Use Tiemco 2487 or equivalent in size 18-24.  Tied in dark brown or black.  Wrap thread back to just past hook barb.  Tie in xfine copper or silver wire.  Dub very fine, small abdomen forward to thorax area and counterwrap with wire.  Tie off wire then tie in split wing using 2 pieces of pearl Krystal Flash--tied back towards rear like on caddis.  Dub slightly larger thorax then whip finish.

12.  Red-Eye Midge


Use Tiemco 2487 or equivalent in size 10-24.  Place scarlet/red microbead onto hook as the head.  Tie in black thread and wrap back to mid hook bend.  Tie in xfine silver wire, then dub very fine abdomen of black beaver or other fine dubbing forward.  Counterwrap with silver wire, and tie off forming slightly larger thorax behind red-eye.

13.  Zebra Midge


Use Eagle Claw L059, Tiemco 100, Mustad 94840 or equiv.  Place a brass or tungsten bead on the hook.  Size 1/16” for sizes 22-24, 5/64” for 18-20.  Wrap hook with thread back to bend.  Tie in XF wire.  Wrap thread forward to behind metal bead.  Counterwrap wire forward and tie off.  Colors:  Silver bead/black thread/silver wire.  Copper bead/red thread/silver wire.  Gold bead/olive thread/gold wire.  Experiment.

14.  Mercury Midge


Same as the zebra, but use a glass microbead instead of a brass/tungsten bead.

Midging is productive and demanding but fun!!  If you fish western tailwaters, make sure you take along an assortment of Midges.  Rivers like the San Juan in New Mexico, the Colorado in Marble Canyon, and the Green below Flaming Gorge Dam are loaded with them and its a real treat to sight fish to these brutes using a size 22 fly on a 6 or 7X tippet.  Give it a try.
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